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Course Title

Comparative Strategic Cultures

Course Description

This course offers a comparative analysis of strategic cultures across different
countries and regions, exploring how historical experiences, societal norms,
and political institutions shape national security policies and military
strategies. Through interdisciplinary perspectives, students will examine the
concept of strategic culture and its implications for international relations,
conflict behavior, and alliance dynamics. By comparing the strategic cultures
of major powers and regional actors, students will gain insights into the
complexities of strategic decision-making and the role of culture in shaping

security perceptions and strategies.

Course Outcomes

« A general familiarisation with the concept of strategic culture.

« A critical understanding of theoretical aspects related to strategic culture.

« A competent knowledge of how strategic cultures define geopolitics,
conflicts, and security frameworks globally.

e An understanding of the impact of different strategic cultures on transient
world systems.

e A reasonable prediction of future trends in the study of strategic culture

based on historical and current dynamics analyses.

Course Objectives

This course is intended to introduce the concept of strategic culture to
students seeking to deepen their understanding of international relations and
security studies and broaden their theoretical and methodological toolsets.
The course seeks to explore strategic cultures from the general perspective
(i.e., how states possess strategic cultures and how their foreign policies
defend the threat) and the individual (how people feel secure in the context of
their place in society and the political and social systems). Students are

expected to be able to assess the nature of security in all of its primary facets



through the lens of strategic culture. To achieve this, we will be moving from

the macro to the micro in several ways, formally in lectures/lecture-based

discussions and in the context of tutorials besides research assignments and

presentations.
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